H eart failure continues to be one of the most important conditions in cardiology today. The burden of heart failure in this country alone is associated with 1 million hospitalizations and an annual mortality rate of 10%. Over 5 million Americans are affected by this chronic condition. In addition, it is associated with a tremendous cost to the healthcare system with billions of healthcare dollars spent annually, and is the number one reason for admission to the hospital in the Medicare population. We believe, with the improvements in survival in cardiovascular conditions, the nonfatal burden of heart failure will continue to increase in this country and globally, and present an increasing challenge for healthcare providers in all aspects of practice, whether it is primary care or advanced cardiology. Given this increase in burden of disease, there is a significant opportunity for the development of a premier journal and method of communication of information that will help with the understanding, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of heart failure. JACC: Heart Failure and its editorial leadership will work together with clinicians and scientists to reduce the burden of this condition and improve outcomes through important and timely scientific communication.
